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  The Clapboard  

Helping to Preserve and Interpret the  Historic Structures and Landscapes of Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 

The Final General Management Plan for Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore is out and Preserve 
Historic Sleeping Bear (Preserve) and its supporters 
have reason to celebrate.  
  It was just over ten years ago that communi-
ty members formed Preserve to advocate for and help 
save the significant historic resources in Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore that were being 
removed or allowed to 
molder.  Today, a major 
milestone has been reached 
as the Park’s new Final Gen-
eral Management Plan 
(GMP) officially verifies, in 
many ways, their intention 
to preserve all of its historic 
resources.  The Final GMP 
reads, “Each alternative 
calls for preserving and 
protecting all historic prop-
erties regardless of manage-
ment zones or proposed wilderness.”    
 This change in direction came years ago—
long before it was formalized in a GMP—as the re-
sult of Preserve’s advocacy and commitment to help 
with funding.  The Park has worked diligently since 
that time to rescue buildings from deterioration with 
the funds available and with assistance from partners 

like Preserve.  Now this voluntary practice of preservation 
is formalized in the GMP that will guide how the Park will 
be managed for the next twenty-some years.   
 The three-year process of updating the Park’s 
1979 General Management Plan included soliciting 
public input in response to proposed alternatives.  
The Park did an admirable job of community out-

reach and developed a plan that 
strikes a balance between natu-
ral and cultural resource 
preservation, as well as visitor 
use.  Preserve responded at each 
phase by making requests that 
would assure the highest level 
of protection for the Park’s cul-
tural resources.   
 For example, at the urg-
ing of Preserve and others, the 
GMP emphasizes the 1916 Or-
ganic Act that mandates that all 
units of the National Park Sys-

tem, “conserve the scenery and the natural and his-
toric objects and the wildlife therein...” (bold added).  
It also states that the Park’s purpose statement does 
not supersede the NPS Organic Act.   
 This is important, as Preserve requested that 
the Park, while writing the GMP, amend both the 
enabling legislation and purpose statement to include 

Park Plan Commits to Preserving Cultural Resources 
Commi tment  H igh l i gh t s  Need  fo r  He lp  

 

“...working together we 
have developed a final 
plan that  maintains a 
variety of recreational 

opportunities while    
continuing to preserve 
and protect the natural 
and cultural resources 

of Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore. ..” 

Dusty Shultz, Superintendent  

(Continued on pg. 3) 
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Ten years ago Preserve Historic 
Sleeping Bear (Preserve) began as a 
grass-roots organization when a small 
group of concerned citizens met in 

the early morning hours at a Glen Arbor watering hole to ad-
dress an issue close to their hearts.  They organized under the 
sheltering umbrella of the Michigan Land Use Institute until Pre-
serve Historic Sleeping Bear became an official non-profit organ-
ization.   I have witnessed its start-up phase, successes, growing 
pains, transitional times, and the clarification of Preserve’s role 
with the Park. This year, my first as Director, I have enjoyed 
working with a dedicated board who has taken on the difficult 
task of looking within and charting a plan for the future. 

 Much like the Park that has been developing its Gen-
eral Management Plan, we have been working to establish a firm 
foundation for Preserve in developing a Strategic Plan and pro-
cesses and procedures for working with the Park on projects.   
At the same time, we have organized volunteers to keep the 
hammers swinging on projects, nearly completed our design for 
an educational exhibit in the Olsen house, and provided feed-
back on the Park’s General Management Plan and planning for 
the Port Oneida Rural Historic District. 

 In the last decade we have changed the course of the 
Park from removing historic structures to preserving them, seen 
policy written into its new General Management Plan supportive 
of these resources. rehabilitated the Olsen house and opened it 
to visitors, worked on more than fifteen preservation projects, 
facilitated the Port Oneida Fair, developed a corps of volun-
teers, and written an interpretive model for Port Oneida. This 
sustained record of both advocacy and preservation activity is 

very satisfying. 

 While Preserve has accomplished much, we have seri-
ous work to do. The legacy of these tremendous historic re-
sources cannot be left solely to the National Park Service with 
its limited funding.  In the future, look for Preserve to build great-
er community awareness, to encourage adaptive-reuse of his-
toric properties, to develop a major fundraising event, to 
strengthen our volunteer structure and communication, and 
maintain a three to five year Strategic Plan.  

 At a National Park Service conference recently, I 
gained a new perspective on the amazing resources that this 
Park—Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore—is blessed 
with.  Its combination of natural features and a large outdoor 
museum of Midwest history is special. These historic buildings, 
like friends, have hung with us through time.  But they may not 
always be there if we don’t continue to do our part.  Since 1998, 
the limits of the Park have been made clear—it cannot afford to 
single-handedly preserve this historical collection. They need 
friends like you and Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear who care for and 
respect this legacy.  

 On a recent fall day, I observed from my office window 
in the historic Olsen house, a family exploring the property.  
Peering into a hole in the side of the barn, the little boy excited-
ly yelled to his sister to “Come look!.” He had discovered the 
historic artifacts—cool old stuff—inside. For the next half- hour 
they explored nooks and crannies of the farm.  It reminded me 
of the value of the work that all of us are doing to preserve 
these resources for today’s and tomorrow’s children. 

From all of us here at Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear, best 
wishes for a happy and blessed new year, 

 

A Message From  
the Director 



 3 

cultural resources. While acknowledging that this would 
give a higher level of protection to these resources, it is the 
Park’s position that identifying cultural resources in other 
areas of the GMP such as the Significance Statements and 
Interpretive Themes, offers sufficient protection.  
 Preserve is also pleased that the GMP has moved 
the boundaries of the Park’s proposed wilderness to ex-
clude most cultural resources which allows for easier 
maintenance and access.  We did advocate however, that 
the wilderness boundaries on South Manitou Island be 
moved to exclude the few structures remaining in wilder-
ness. 
 While we are pleased that the GMP formalizes 
the Park goal to preserve its historic legacy, the plan un-
derlines that this does not guarantee future NPS funding 
for this goal.  The GMP stresses the need to rely on volun-
teers and partnerships.  The GMP adds, “Even with assis-
tance from supplemental sources, Lakeshore managers 
may be faced with difficult choices when setting priorities.”  
The plan also suggests there is always a danger of losing 
lower priority assets to mothballing or disposal based on 
insufficient funding.  
 Clearly, Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore’s 

new GMP shows their desire to preserve and have the 
public experience the history these cultural resources of-
fer.  In 1998, the obstacle was funding and policy, now 
funding remains the obstacle. This predicament highlights 
the need for public involvement and Preserve Historic 
Sleeping Bear—our volunteers and fundraising for pro-
jects.   
 We can celebrate a significant accomplishment for 
the Park, Preserve, and all who cherish these symbols of 
our heritage.  All of the people who signed petitions years 
ago, our donors, as well as past and present board mem-
bers and founders who worked diligently, can feel proud 
that they have had an impact on the future of our heritage. 
We are assured that the GMP is a framework that will 
safeguard for the future all remaining historic buildings and 
landscapes in the Park—leaving us with the challenge of 
acquiring funds and encouraging adaptive-use of structures. 
 Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear congratulates the 
Park for developing a plan to protect the beautiful natural 
features of this Park, provide for ways and means to enjoy 
it, and allow us to experience its history.           
Review the GMP at www.nps.gov/slbe and Preserve’s response 
at www.PHSB.org. 

    Park Commits to Cultural Resources - continued from page 1 

It’s been a long wait—but it’s done and we like it!     
Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear has installed a 
new sign identifying itself as a Park partner located 
at the Charles and Hattie Olsen farmhouse.  Upon 
completing the major rehabilitation of the Olsen 
house in Spring of 2004, Preserve moved into the 
house as an adaptive-use partner. 
 Last summer we found a local profession-
al signmaker for the job in John Arens (also own-
er of Leelanau Coffee in Glen Arbor.) Susan 
Pocklington and John designed the sign according 
to Park specifications—not an easy task given our 
long name that needed to be legible from the 
highway.   
 John did a stellar job of painting and con-
structing the sign, and also generously waived 
two-thirds of his fee.  In July the sign was finished 
and installed promptly by the National Park Ser-
vice in time for the Port Oneida Fair. The sign 
will bring name recognition to our cause as well 
as attract visitors to the house. 

 Preserve’s new outdoor sign installed in July 2008 

Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear Gets New Sign 
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Ole Oleson Pig Barn 
The Ole Oleson farm (not to be confused with Charles 
Olsen farm) has one of the best collections of outbuildings 
in Port Oneida.  The pig barn was a challenge due to the 
extensive decay of the foundation.   In preparation for the 
work project, the Traverse City Youth Corps cleaned out 

the barn and re-graded the slope to divert water away 
from its foundation.  A site assessment revealed the need 
to repair the barn’s rotted sill, requiring volunteers to lift 
the building.  With Project Supervisor Len Allgaier building 
the cribbing, the organized group of volunteers were able 
to “fly the pig” as Len liked to put it!     
 Thirteen volunteers with skills ranging from “good 
with a hammer” to professional contractor, selected spe-
cific tasks and showed up ready to work July 18-20.   This 
group fabricated sills, spliced decayed studs, repaired 
frames for all windows and doors, and installed period 
hardware. Staying true to the historic integrity, six boul-
ders from elsewhere in Port Oneida were brought in to 
support the sills. Volunteer Bernie Senske said, “When I 

arrived I thought the pig barn was a hopeless case.  But 
when we got it done—it was 
better than what I expected.  We 
saved it!”.  

 Ole Oleson Granary 
We like it when we can tackle 
two projects at the same time, 
and in this case the second pro-
ject was the farm’s granary. With 
rotted siding already removed by 
the youth corps, volunteers put 
trim on the doors, and replaced 
missing or rotted floor boards.  We added the header and 
structure for the staircase and repaired the stair as well as 
replacing the missing outside stairs to get into the building.  
Floor joists were added to strengthen the attic floor, and 
finally, we milled wood for a new threshold.   
 Thanks to all our volunteers for the great job 
done!  Many are excited about one of next year’s projects 
on North Manitou Island.  “I’m waiting!”, said Bernie.  For 
folks like Bernie, whose hobby is woodworking, we’re a 
great fit.     

 

Steady and Sure—More Historic Resources Saved 

Volunteers in front of Pig Barn during workshop 

With over 366 historic structures in Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore, Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear has the 
substantial charge as a non-profit partner of the Park to help 
preserve this legacy. 
 

Each year Preserve selects projects from the Park’s long list, 
making sure to include some that involve volunteer efforts 
and some contractual work.  Project Committee Chair Len 
Allgaier provides a well-organized and fulfilling experience 
for his volunteers through improved pre-project internet 

communication and solid practical skills.  Posting photos and 
specific jobs related to the project has enabled volunteers to 
gain an understanding of the scope of work and to choose 
how they are most comfortable in contributing.   
 

This year we began work on the historic Boekeloo Cabin in 
Benzie County, restored two outbuildings in the Port Oneida 
Rural Historic District, cleared fields of invasive species, and 
continued work on the Charles and Hattie Olsen farm. 
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Stabilization Begins on the Historic Boekeloo Cabin 

The Boekeloo Cabin, one of the Park’s few historic 
structures in Benzie County, is in its first stage of stabili-
zation with grants awarded to Preserve from the Ameri-
cana Foundation, Consumers Energy, and donations 
from cousins David and Stuart Boekeloo.  Uniquely situ-
ated between a cranberry bog and Lake Michigan in a 
secluded setting two miles down a two-track lane, the 
Boekeloo log cabin is historically significant because of 
its homesteader heritage. 

History:  Around 1943, Miles Boekeloo purchased the 
property from the Cooper family who were the original 
homesteaders.  The Coopers hunted, trapped, fished 
and tended a garden to survive on the sandy Platte 
Plains.  In the 1900s Joe Cooper developed the property 
into a cranberry farm with three cranberry bogs.   Ac-
cording to Stuart Boekeloo, “They hand dug a canal 
from the pond in front of the cab-
in to the river.”  

 An interesting piece of 
history recently discovered from 
the title abstract shows that busi-
ness tycoon John Plank owned the 
property between 1890-1900 and 
had proposed to build a resort 
there—the same John Plank who built the 
Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island! 

 In 1980, the cabin (also known as the 
Boekelodge) was sold to the Park with the Boekeloo 
family retaining a reservation of use and occupancy until 
April 2005. 

Preservation: Two years ago Preserve held a volunteer 
project on the property to rebuild the boardwalk and 
clean up debris.   This year, approximately $25,000 has 
gone into stabilizing the structure.  One rotted log was 

replaced with a fallen cedar tree from the 
property, while others were repaired 
with an epoxy consolidating method.  We 
also replaced sills for positive water drain-
age and replaced the door frame. Work 
was contracted out to Mihms Enterprises 
of Bay City who specializes in historic 
preservation work and is currently work-
ing on the Point Betsie Lighthouse in 

Frankfort. This winter, front windows will be removed 
and re-glazed, completing the front elevation. Preserve is 
seeking funds to finish the remaining three sides next 
year—a project estimated at another $25,000. 

 With similar cabins around the state being torn 
down and replaced by more substantial homes, the 
Boekeloo Cabin represents a rapidly disappearing Michi-
gan cultural resource.  We are fortunate that this cabin 
is one of six log structures being preserved in the Park.  

 The landscape of this property has had limited 
human impact over the years and evokes a feeling of 
remoteness and solitude.  The Park’s new General Man-
agement Plan has zoned the cabin area “recreation”, 
removing it from the surrounding wilderness. This 
means there are potential opportunities for adaptive-
reuse which would allow the structure to be used for 
purposes consistent with Park goals such as outdoor 
education. This stabilization project will prepare the 
building for such exciting future possibilities. 

Rotted sills and logs 

New window casings and log under window 
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The Evolution of the Olsen House—Past to Present 

 

N inety years ago, Charles and Hattie Olsen built their home 
in Port Oneida - a small community of farmers.  The pic-

ture above left shows their house in 1960, long after both 
Charles and Hattie were gone, when their son Everett owned 
and worked the farm.  Farming was a difficult life, and Everett 
eagerly sold the family homestead when the National Park Ser-
vice offered to purchase the property as part of Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore.   
 Unfortunately, the Olsen house fell into disrepair by 
1998, a time when the Park was not intending to preserve most 
of its cultural resources.  In 2000, the Park was able to stabilize 
the exterior of the house, and because of its visible location on 
M-22, Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear rehabilitated the house in 
2004 as an interpretive venue and office. The house was gutted 
to the studs, and new electrical, insulation, drywall, septic and 
well were installed.  Landscaping and a picket fence were de-
signed and installed using similar types of shrubs and flowers to  

 

those originally at the house. This summer our volunteers built  
basement window 
wells and will be 
working on storm 
windows through-
out the winter.  
   W e ’ v e 
come a long way 
on the journey of 
bringing this house 
back to its former 
condition. All of 
this work will culmi-
nate in the house as 
a destination point to see our future exhibit.   Looking at the photos, 
it’s almost hard to tell the 1960s photo from the present!  That 
was our plan. 

1960s 1998 2008 

The inside is gutted while retaining original 
woodwork, floors & trim 

Garden Club Beautifies Olsen Landscape 
Hattie Olsen loved her flowers. With 
the front picket fence and arbor built a 
year ago, it was time to re-create the 
beauty of Hattie’s garden.  It took the 
amazing touch of Roo Smith, Jo Bru-
baker and Maureen Doran from the 
Glen Lake Garden Club to take on this 
delicate re-creation.  Roo spent hours 
in her own garden digging up 52 peren-
nials which she transported to the 
Olsen yard. Then the planting began.  All varieties had been Park-approved for 
historic accuracy and non-invasive qualities. Hollyhocks, Daylillies and more 
bloomed all summer long, bringing warmth and color back to the landscape. 
Maureen, a Master Gardener, quietly came and went several times throughout 
the summer —adding topsoil, mulch, re-seeding grass, and putting the garden 
to bed for the winter.   Thanks to our gardeners!  

Olsen Barn Ramp Wall Finished 
The Olsen barn ramp wall was crumbling from water 
damage and age.  This labor-intensive project began 
last year and contractor Steve Saffell and his volun-
teers made sure it had a “home-made” look.  The 
project was finished this Spring and included the res-
toration of the concrete apron at the entrance to 
the barn, creating a better drainage pattern. We 
think Charles Olsen would be proud! 

“The house has been brought back to her glory” 
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 Historic Pantry Restored 
 

“There’s no other pantry like this in Port Oneida”, con-
firmed Bill Herd, interpretive ranger at Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore.  Indeed, one of the biggest 
attractions at the Olsen house is its historic kitchen pantry.  
Visitors love to open its large wooden sugar and flour bins 
held in place by a unique hand-crafted catch.  As one of the 
best features of the house, the pantry just had to be restored.    

 With only one glass-paneled cabinet door left and 
two missing drawers, we had to replicate missing pieces 
from what remained.  Fortunately, Jack Boss, a quality finish 
carpenter and Preserve volunteer, agreed to take on the 
project.  It was difficult to identify the type of wood, given 

the discoloration of the 
finish over time.  Anoth-
er obstacle was finding 
antique glass.  Glass was 
donated from the Cleve-
land Township hall, a 
house in Empire and an 
antique shop downstate. 
Northwood Hardware 
in Glen Arbor helped 
cut the glass—a delicate 
operation given its fragil-
ity.   Matching the rout-
ed trim required order-

ing a special router bit.  
We feel a responsibility to be as accurate as possible in all 
of our preservation projects and sometimes that requires 
hard work and lots of patience.   

 Our genuine thanks goes to Jack for his beautiful 
detailed craftsmanship and installation.  Finally, docent Do-
rie Price had the pleasure of arranging two sets of dishes in 
the completed pantry during the Port Oneida Fair, offering 
an opportunity for interpretation.  These dishes, donated 
by board member and antique dealer Jerry Mack, resemble 
pieces of original dishes found on the Olsen property.  In 
the future, the pantry will have interpretive artifacts and text 
as part of our overall exhibit. 

Other Park Projects 2008 
 

Thirty-eight buildings were worked on in Sleeping Bear Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore by the Lakeshore and its partners. 
 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CREWS 

  
   Dechow - Barn roof 
   Dechow - Granary roof 
   Dechow - Chicken coop repair  
   Dechow - Brooder house roof 
   Dechow - Garage roof 
   Eckhert - Barn siding 
   Eckhert - Small barn siding and sills 
   Eckhert - Privy siding, door, roof, and sills 
   Eckhert - Chicken coop roof 
   Lighthouse - Magazine tuck pointing 
   Fiske - Privy painting 
   Fiske - Garage painting 
   Rude House 
   Warner House 
   Bumgardner House 
   Cannery Building 
   The Aloha boat in Glen Haven 
   Werner - Privy Roof 
   Martin Basch -  sills, siding and details 

 

 PARTNERS 

 
Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear 
Boekeloo Cabin – Restoration of front elevation 
Ole Oleson – Granary restoration 
Ole Oleson - Pig barn restoration 
Ole Oleson – Field clearing 
Charles Olsen – Barn ramp wall; doors; apron 
Charles Olsen – Landscaping 
Charles Olsen —Window wells; scrape and paint window sills 
Charles Olsen – Pantry restoration 
NMI Katie Shepherd Hotel – Site assessment 
 
Manitou Islands Memorial Society 
G.J. Hutzler - Grave site fence repair  

   Price Girls -  Grave site fence repair  
  Henry Haas -  House repair, drywall, paint exterior/interior; new roof   

South Manitou Island Cemetery—Vegetation clearing  
Lighthouse Tower -  3rd order Fresnel lens installation  
August Beck and George Conrad Hutzler Farms– Field clearing 

 
Michigan Barn Preservation Network 
Lawr—Barn workshop on floors, siding, posts, windows, doors  
Lawr— Chicken coop roof  
 
Sierra Club     
Trude Cottage— Painting, window re-glazing  
North Manitou Island Root Cellar Door—Paint exterior and trim  
Fiske Garage– Paint 

 
Eagle Scouts   
Lake Manitou Boathouse  
Lake Manitou Privy#1  

 
 

Jack Boss shows us his work 
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THANKS TO OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS 

WELCOME OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

CHRIS NELSON has a Ph.D. in Family Ecology and was 
Executive Director for the Child and Family Resource Council 
in Grand Rapids.  In addition, she has 
served as an Assistant Professor at Michi-
gan State University.  Chris continues to 
work as a consultant to the Steelcase Foun-
dation and has served on numerous non-
profit boards including the Michigan Chil-
dren’s Trust Fund.  Chris and her husband 
Randy have been year-round residents of Empire since 2006.  
Chris says, “I believe in the mission of Preserve Historic Sleep-
ing Bear and have experiences that may help the organization.” 

RICH UGLOW is a retired auto industry 
purchasing executive with primary experi-
ence in strategic planning and reorganiza-
tion.  A self described “car nut”, his interest 
in Preserve is a corollary to his automotive 
interests: “Just as I am fascinated by the his-
tory of older vehicles and of our country’s 
experiences during that time period, I am equally fascinated by 
the history of Leelanau County, the historic structures that 
reside within the Park, and the history of the people who built 
the structures and earned their livelihood there.”  Rich has 
been a full time resident of Cleveland Township since 2005. 

We so appreciate the hard work of outgoing board mem-
bers David Boekeloo, Kima Kraimer, Ken Richmond and 
Dee Smith. Each individual member contributed to the 
success of Preserve.  As a financial advisor, David 
Boekeloo provided assistance in that area as well as serv-
ing on the Public Relations Committee.  Kima Kraimer 
organized our first Manitou Island project conquering a 
host of logistical details.  She also spearheaded an Execu-
tive Director search and brought creative ideas to our 

Public Relations committee. Architect Ken Richmond 
was a key player during the rehabilitation of the Olsen 
house.  His network of carpenters and suppliers provided 
in-kind labor and materials saving us many dollars on this 
and other projects.  Ken’s enthusiasm and expertise were 
felt in many areas.   As a marketing and public relations 
professional, Dee Smith’s business experience and her 
organizational skills were helpful in creating and achieving 
our goals. 

Part of our preservation charge is to maintain 
historic agricultural fields. It bears repeating that 
what we’re preserving isn’t all about buildings. 
The land surrounding the buildings is a very important 
part of the history.  The farm fields and the beautiful 
open vistas they provide can be lost when vegetation 
begins to overtake the landscape.  What’s even worse is 

if they grow back with invasive species! 

In demonstration of our commitment to an annual field 
clearing project, last summer we cleared fields around 
the Ole Oleson house in Port Oneida. A grant from 
Cherry Republic paid for the tree removal.   Our volun-
teers and the Traverse City Youth Corps came out in 
June for the hard work of hauling brush to the chipper.  

 In addition, in a collabora-
tive effort, the Friends of 
Sleeping Bear Dunes decid-
ed to help maintain the 
fields that Preserve and the 
Park have cleared.  They 
raised funds for a trac-
tor/mower, including a 

$1000 donation from Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear.   

Volunteers from both groups will be trained on the 
equipment next Spring.   Contact us if you’d enjoy feel-
ing like a farmer and mowing some historic fields!  

Annual Field Clearing Project 
Preserve Collaborates—Donates Toward Tractor 
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STRATEGIC PLAN HIGHLIGHTS 

The Vision: 

The historic structures and landscapes of Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore  
are preserved so that all people can understand and appreciate the rich human experience they rep-

resent—tradition, heroism, struggles and resourcefulness. 
 

The Mission: 

To assist Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore in preserving and interpreting its  
historic structures and landscapes for all generations.     

 

Core Values: 
 Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear has a passion for saving these historic resources and believes in 

providing leadership and initiative in this effort.   

 We believe in offering learning experiences that share an appreciation of this history.   

 We believe in involving the community in the preservation and understanding of this history.   

 Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear is committed to quality, historic integrity, industry and   
 authenticity in our preservation projects and programs.   

 We strive to bring creativity and resourcefulness to accomplish our mission, and value  
 collaboration and cooperation.   

 We value and respect our volunteers as an essential resource in accomplishing our goals.   
 

Goals: 

1.  Improve Fiscal Responsibility and Sustainability 

2.  Increase Awareness of Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear 

3.  Increase Visitor Understanding of Historic Resources of the Lakeshore 

4.  Increase Volunteerism 

5.  Increase Preservation Projects  

6.  Enhance Organizational Effectiveness  

Preserve Builds Solid Foundation 

Board Recruitment and Orientation  
Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear has worked steadily this year 
to build a solid organizational foundation to accomplish its mis-
sion more effectively.   We  recruited several new board mem-
bers to fill expired terms and held our first all-day orientation 
with the Park.  Board members learned about our history and 
how we operate as a Park partner. 

 

Organizational Assessment & Strategic Plan 
With funding from Rotary Charities of Traverse City and a 
match from the Porter Family Foundation, Preserve conducted 
an Organizational Assessment and developed a Strategic Plan.  
The assessment revealed, in particular, a need to build aware-
ness and name recognition of Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear. 
Strategic planning identified goals, objectives and appropriate 
timelines.  We are eagerly  implementing several aspects of the plan 
while we complete the final details.  Below are the highlights. 
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Prominent Historic Properties in the Lakeshore 

Westside Barn 

Manitou Island Association Cultural Landscape 

North Manitou Village 

North Manitou Island Life-saving Station Nat’l Historic Landmark 

Cottage Row 

Bournique Cottage 
South Manitou Island 
Rural Historic District 

August Beck Farm 

Hutzler Pig Barn 

George Conrad 
Hutzler Farm 

Schoolhouse 

Henry Haas Farm 

Theodore Beck Farm 

South Manitou Island Lighthouse 

Complex and Life-Saving Station 
Historic District 

Port Oneida Rural Historic District 

D.H. Day  Log Cabin Glen Haven Village Historic District 

Sleeping Bear Pt. Life-Saving Station 

Sleeping Bear Inn 

D.H. Day Farm (private) 

Shalda Log Cabin 

Bufka/Kropp/ 

Eitzen Cultural 
Landscape 

Tweddle School 

Tweddle/Treat Cultural Landscape 

Esch Farmhouse 

Boekeloo Cabin 

Ken-Tuck-U-Inn 
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Park Picks Visitor Station 

The Kelderhouse farm near the corner of M-22 and 
Port Oneida road has been selected as the future 
location for a visitor contact station (VCS) in Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.  The Park made 
the announcement in September after they had con-
ducted an Environmental Assessment of the Port 
Oneida Rural Historic District.  The process began in 
August of 2005 and included periods of public input, 
workshops and alternative plans.  The assessment 
includes long-range plans for a visitor contact station 
and Park staff seasonal housing in the Port Oneida 
District.  Superintendent Dusty Shultz stated that, “it 
was confirmed that using the Kelderhouse farm as a 
visitor contact station would have the fewest impacts 
and still provide the greatest benefits to the Park and 
its visitors.”   
 After conducting tours and its own evalua-
tion, Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear advocated for 
the Olsen house to serve as the VCS with the 
Kelderhouse farm as a possible second choice.  The 
Olsen house will continue to be an attraction, 
providing an interpretive exhibit and educational pro-
gramming that cannot be found elsewhere in the 
Park.  The “triangle” between the Olsen, Kelder-
house and Dechow farm will be the focal point of 
Port Oneida.  The Park will continue to direct visi-
tors to the Olsen house as the main visitor contact 
point in Port Oneida until such time as the Kelder-
house is open to the public, which could be several 
years.  Cultural interpretation provided at future 
locations will provide unique experiences and will 
not be redundant of what the Olsen House offers.    
 The Goffar farm, north of Port Oneida was 
selected for the eventual use of Park employee sea-
sonal and staff housing.  Parking, pull-offs and im-
proved trails are also in the long-range plan.   

The Kelderhouse farm will be visitor contact station 

Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear has selected their 
preservation projects for next year.  Annually, we meet 
with the Park to review the list of historic structures in 
need of repair and fields in need of clearing.  While 
there are many that need immediate help, we consider 
our capacity for volunteer projects, potential funding, 
and condition of historic resources when prioritizing. 

 

Tentative Projects for Next Year: 
 

Boekeloo Cabin—complete the stabilization 
started in 2007 

Martin Basch Farmhouse—restore the 
porch and windows. 

Field Clearing—location in Port Oneida TBD 

Katie Shepherd Hotel on North Manitou  
Island—repair the porch. 

 

Though dates 
are not set, we 
typically hold 
one project in 
each summer 
month - June, 
July, and Au-
gust/September.  
We need your 
hands and skills!  
Let us know if 
you would like 
to volunteer.  
Give us a call or 
sign up on-line 
at www.phsb.org. 

A Look Ahead at 2009 ProjectsA Look Ahead at 2009 Projects  

Katie Shepherd Hotel porch on North Manitou 
Island will be a Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear 

project for 2009. 
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Interpretive Exhibit Design Nears Completion 

One day soon visitors will step inside the Olsen 
farmhouse in the Port Oneida Rural Historic Dis-
trict and learn about the Olsen family, where they 
and their neighbors came from, how they traveled 
to Port Oneida, and how they lived as a communi-
ty.    
 They’ll see an original trunk brought over by 
the Hutzler family when settling on North Manitou 
Island.  They’ll hear a conversation around the din-
ing room table and learn about the seasonality of 
food on the farm in a re-created kitchen complete 
with Charles Olsen’s rocking chair.  They’ll be in-
troduced to the concept of a cultural landscape and 
be able to follow a timeline of human impact from 
the period of the Native Americans to the present 
National Lakeshore. 
 These are some sneak peeks into an inter-
pretive exhibit being developed by Preserve Histor-
ic Sleeping Bear.  The exhibit will satisfy the curiosi-
ty that people have about who lived in these empty 
buildings, and, hopefully, will help raise awareness 
and appreciation of why they are so special. 
 The planning process has involved commu-
nity members, volunteers, Park staff, Preserve 

board members and staff. The team includes Pre-
serve’s Board Member Jerry Mack and Director Su-
san Pocklington, Park Chief Interpreter Lisa Myers, 
Interpretive Ranger Bill Herd, Oral History Record-
er Tom VanZoeren, and volunteers Amy Peterson 
and Mary Crane.  
 The exhibit will include some interactive 
displays and some surprises!  Anne-Marie Oomen, 
instructor of creative writing at Interlochen Center 
for the Arts, is writing the content in a unique style. 
 The Peavey Group, a professional exhibit 
company who has done many exhibits for the Na-
tional Park Service, will complete the Final Design 
within the next few months.  Funding for the Final 
Design stage has been provided by Rotary Charities 
of Traverse City.    
 We are seeking foundation and corporate 
grants to fund the next stages of fabrication and 
installation. When the exhibit is complete, we hope 
to see school groups, clubs and other functions 
benefit from the educational experience of this ex-
hibit.  
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Summer Intern Speaks in 
Turn 
We all know 
that home is 
whe re  ou r 
heart is. Part of 
my heart be-
longs to the 
Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National 
Lakeshore. There-
fore, I felt right 

at home on the job this summer as Preserve His-
toric Sleeping Bear’s Intern.  As a student at 
Northern Michigan University majoring in psy-
chology with a minor in Outdoor Recreation, I 
am interested in engaging people in appreciating 
and learning from natural beauty, history and cul-
ture. Work was a pleasure as I got to interact 
with so many of the wonderful people associated 
with the Park and its dynamic Partner. Thank you 
for your cooperation and support as we all came 
together in our vital cause. I value the opportuni-
ty given me to participate in and learn about Pre-
serve’s ongoing accomplishments. 

 My position as Preserve’s Intern enabled me 
to learn a lot this summer. Knowledge gained 
about the area and its past dovetailed with practi-
cal lessons on how to keep an organization run-
ning smoothly. I gained experience in public rela-
tions, computer database maintenance, logistical 
coordination of projects, volunteer program man-
agement, general office duties, and reclaiming a 
basement from a web work of intrusive spiders! 

 The necessity of things like advanced plan-
ning, anticipation of needs and attention to details 
was constantly reinforced. Also important is 
maintaining an enthusiastic and persistent atti-
tude. Most essential is acknowledging our invalua-
ble volunteers as the people who bring plans to 
reality. 

 Realizing that there is so much more to 
learn and do in years ahead, I would welcome a 
continued association with Preserve. 

Katie Stillin 

Katie (left) helps board member 
Rich Uglow  at a project 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser—Thanks to Cherry 
Republic for hosting a Wednesday evening spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser on August 13th for Preserve, and thanks to all who 
supported the event! 
 

Annual Member Meeting/Potluck— About 50 
people attended our annual potluck in the Olsen barn fol-
lowing our July work project.  The event is a great gathering 
where we introduce new folks to Preserve, thank volunteers 
and donors, and inform attendees of Preserve’s upcoming 
summer/fall events. Park Superintendent Dusty Shultz also 
thanked our members and volunteers. 
 

Port Oneida Fair— Nearly 4,000 visitors again en-
joyed insights into the life of early 19th century settlers at 
six historic sites during the Port Oneida Fair.  Preserve His-
toric Sleeping Bear was a co-sponsor of this event for the 
sixth year.  We hope to see you at next year’s fair—August 7 & 8.
  

Coming Up— Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear is look-
ing forward to offering our first major fundraising event this 
coming year.  We’ll keep you posted as our exciting plans 
shape up!   

Fundraiser, Friends,  

and a Fabulous Fair! 

Susan Odom demonstrates rolling out a pie crust to young 
visitors at the Port Oneida Fair.  Susan worked at  Green-

field Village as a historic food expert. 
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Ways to Give to PHSB 

 

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!  

The following people contributed their time and talents to Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear this year. 
Together, they worked a total of 700 hours which benefited Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore and 

enriched the lives of those who enjoy all that the Park has to offer. 
We are so grateful for your willingness to help.  We could not accomplish what we do without you! 

Volunteer  
Volunteers are essential to the mission of Preserve His-
toric Sleeping Bear.  It’s a great way to serve a worthy 
cause and to meet interesting people.  We need carpen-
ters and general labor for preservation projects, do-
cents to greet visitors at the Olsen House, office help, 
and volunteers for planning or assisting the day of spe-
cial events.  Sign up on-line!  Visit  www.phsb.org/volunteer 

Wedding Gifts 
Creative brides and grooms have asked their guests to 
give money to Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear in lieu of 
gifts.  What a beautiful gesture!  Contact us if you are 
interested in this unique form of giving. 

Give a Donation 
 

Gift Membership: What do you give the person that 
has everything?  A membership to Preserve Historic Sleep-
ing Bear is a meaningful gift for someone who loves the 
Park and its historic aspects.  Go to www.phsb.org/
donate.  We’ll send a gift card to the recipient. 
Donate:  Preserve depends upon the financial support of 
its donors.  We are a 501(c) (3) tax exempt organiza-
tion.  Your gifts support our mission. 
Memorials:   A wonderful way to honor the memory 
of a friend or loved one.  A card will be sent to the fam-
ily of the individual for whom the donation was made 
and it is also noted in the newsletter.  

In-Kind Gifts & Services:   Building materials and 
equipment for projects, your painting or photograph of 
the Park’s historic buildings for our art auction, and all 
kinds of other gifts or services help us. 
Matching Employee/Employer Gifts:  Take ad-
vantage of your employer’s matching gift program to 
increase the impact of your gift.  

Planned Giving: A bequest is the naming of a charity 
in one’s will to receive a gift.  Many people don’t realize 
that without a will or trust, they are leaving the distribu-
tion of their life’s work up to the state.  Plan ahead to 
ensure a legacy you can be proud of. 

 
Gwen Allgaier 
Len Allgaier 
Jack Boss 
Jo Brubaker 
Howard Cain 
Gray Carlson 
Frank Crane 
Mary Crane 
Bruce Denton 
Doug Detzler 
Margo Detzler 

 

Maureen Doran 
Sean Duperron 
Janet Force 
Jim Fuscaldo 
Mary Fuscaldo 
Jeanne Griffin 
Herb Holdwick 
Mike Hulbert 
Betty Ives 
Gil Ives 
Ruth Kalchick &        

 
St. Mary’s Quilters 
Bonnie Kay 
Dick Kay 
Jerry Kloock 
Peg Kloock 
Ross McAnich 
Jerry Mack 
Chris Nelson 
Susan Odom 
Nancy Olsen 
Bud Olsen 
Amy Peterson 

 
Dorie Price 
Betty Rhoades 
Julie Rhodes 
Kathy Ricord 
Lou Ricord 
Jim Ristine 
Devon Roark 
Eve Rolandson 
John Rosebush 
Steve Saffell 
Barbara Sander 

 

Bernie Senske 
Charlotte Smith 
Roo Smith 
Linda Stevenson 
Rich Uglow 
Traverse City 
     Youth Corps 
Tom VanZoeren 
David Watt 
Jill Webb 
Shari Whittaker 

NEW!! 
Donate On-Line  

 

We’ve just made giving easier! 
Now you can donate on-line at our website for faster, 
more convenient giving.  Using PayPal, your donation 
will be secure.  Registration is no longer required by 
PayPal so you don’t have to set up an account.  Just 
go to www.phsb.org/donate to help.! 
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Benefactors ($1,000-$9,999) 

David and Gretchen Boekeloo 
Cherry Republic  
Jim and Mary Fuscaldo 
Porter Family Foundation 
Paul and Beth Skiem 
Dee Smith 
Jim and Linda Stevenson 
Tuktawa Foundation 
Karen Viskochil  
Bernard and Carol Winograd 
 

Patrons ($500-$999) 

Paul and Joanne Dechow 
John & Janice Fisher 
John and Shirley Hoagland 
Lori and David Holstege 
Thomas Jones 
David and Paula Kelley 
Chris and Randy Nelson 
Mary M. Northcutt and Michael 
 L. Goodell Fund 
Nancy Olsen 
Denis and Martha Pierce 
Judith Rycus 
Woody & Joanie Woods 
 

Contributors ($100-$499) 
Dave and Jacqueline Adams 
Chris and Gary Armbrecht 
Don and Jeannette Basch 
Carl and Sally Benner 
Bob and Sally Biggs 
Rud & Mary Ellen Boucher 
Ced and Betty Currin 
Michael Dailey 
Laura Deibel 
Kevin Dombkowski and Julie 
 Schumaker 
Robert and Carol Rae Dumke 
Duane Dunlap 
Ed and Kathleen Dunn 
Tom and Julie Erdmann 
Paul and Mary Finnegan 
Janet Force 
Susan Fox 
Grey Gables 
Noel & Virginia George 
Andrea Ginsburg 
Harold Grant 
Neil Hodges 
Mark and Cheryl Jenness 
Christine King 

Doug and Lou Ann Kohlbeck 
Kima Kraimer 
Jack and Hope Laitala 
Robert and Jeanne Lanphier 
Joan Leppek 
George McKay 
Steve and Kathy McShane 
Ann Meyers 
Valerie Miner 
Jim and Barbara Munson 
Jack Overhiser 
Joel and Carol Perkins 
Jack & Susan Putnam 
Marilyn Rinker 
Jim Ristine 
Barbara Sander 
Nancy Schwab 
Lanny and Lea Ann Sterling  
Rich Uglow 
Sally Viskochil 
Brent Wadsworth 
Harvey & Marilyn Warburton 
David and Becky Watt 
Justice Elizabeth Weaver 
Ben Weese 
Elizabeth Wiese 
Eric and Barbara Winkelman 
Janet Wood 
Wayne and Sharon Workman 
James and Marilyn Wynns 
Michael Wyse 
 

Supporters ($50-$99) 
Fred and June Atkinson 
Carl and Nancy Ballou 
David and Chari Binstadt 
Taryn Boss 
Lee and Carol Bowen 
Curt & Donna Braden 
Elaine Brigman 
Alan Campbell 
Doug and Margo Detzler 
Richard & Marion DeVinney 
Cheryl Donakowski and Frank 
 Misplon 
Michael Flug and Suzanne French 
George Haberer 
Margaret  Hackenberger 
Roger and Sandy Hersey 
Rowell and Penny Huesmann 
Ann Huffman 
James and Elaine Johnson 

Kerry Kelly 
Thomas and Marilyn Klingaman 
Joe Kruch 
Lilly Endowment Inc.  
Kathleen and Nicholas Lomako 
Nelson and Lydia Marie Lytle 
Kevin and Peg McCarty 
Mr. and Mrs. Naftali 
Stephen and Lynn Olson 
Dave and Sue Pocklington 
James and Roberta Poor 
Mr. and Mrs. Randels  
Herb & Kathy Ranta 
Frances Sargent 
Joshua Scafe 
Paul Travis 
Winston and Carole Underwood 
Hedlun Walton 
 

Subscriber ($35-$49) 
Thomas Brooks 
Jim and Kitty Buck 
Keith and Joanne Burnham 
Wayne Clements 
Sally Evaldson 
John and Connie Flynn 
Susy Green 
Jeff and Michelle Hoagland 
Nancy Hulka 
Lee and Barbara Jameson 
Daniel Jamieson 
Darlene and Robert Martin 
Bill & Bonnie Mathias 
Neal and Barbara Neese 
Larry & Doris Price 
Betty Rhoades 
Richard & Louise Ristine 
James and Judy Schwantes 
John and Susan Seaman 
Linda and Doug Springsteen 
Joy Taylor 
Marian Van Dore 
Laddie and Carolyn Zalud 
 

Friends (up to $34) 
Mary Beard 
Valerie Burhans 
Rob and Kathy Cojeen 
Mary Anne Frey 
Claudia Goudschaal 
Debbie Hart 
Anne and Richard Higgins 
William Hoff 

Richard and Jean Holloway 
Dennis Hurst 
Frances Jeffries 
Patricia Kann 
Raymond & Vivienne Kell 
William Kimball 
Paula Leinbach 
Betty Olsen 
Ovide and Cynthia Pomerleau 
Cindy Rosiek 
Bernard & Phyllis Senske 
Mary Scheuer Senter 
JoAnne Wilson 
Bill Wilson 
 

In Honor of Cheri Boss 
Taryn Boss 
 

In Honor of  
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Budrow 
The Randels Family 
 

In Honor of Leah Daniel Eller 
Lois Daniels 
 

In Honor of Anna Daniel Eller 
Lois Daniels 
 

In Honor of Susan Theiss 
Nancy Schwab 
 

In Honor of Joan Fisher Woods 
Janice and John Fisher 
 

In Memory of Barbara 
Bateman Brannerd Crane 
Gary and Christine Armbrecht 
 

In Memory of Marian Jamieson 
Daniel Jamieson 
 

In Memory of John Olsen 
Betty Olsen 
 

In Memory of Larry Verdier 
Edward and Barbara Collins 
 

In Memory of  Alvin Walton 
Hedlun Walton 
 

In Memory of Edward Wood 
Janet Wood 
 

In-Kind Gifts 
Maureen Doran 
Larry and Nancy Gerould 
Jerry and Gale Mack 
Northwoods Landscaping 
Dorie Price 
Betty Rhoades 
Steve Saffell 
Roo Smith 

Thanks to our donors for their support (Gifts received 10/1/07—9/30/08) 
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PRESERVE HISTORIC 

SLEEPING BEAR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Jim Fuscaldo, Chair 
CEDAR 

 

Len Allgaier 
MAPLE CITY 

 

Jerry Mack 
NEWAGO 

 

Chris Nelson 
EMPIRE 

 

Jim Ristine 
LELAND 

 

Rich Uglow 
CEDAR 

 

David Watt 
GLEN ARBOR 

 

STAFF 

Susan Pocklington, Director 

EMPIRE 
 

PARK  MANAGEMENT 

Dusty Shultz, Superintendent 

Tom Ulrich, Deputy Supt. 
 

PHSB VOLUNTEER 

Cherie Boss, Fiscal Agent 
MAPLE CITY 

P.O. Box 453 
Empire, MI 49630 
231-334-6103 
PHSB@LEELANAU.COM 
WWW.PHSB.ORG 

“Saving the History—Telling the Story” 

Internship Opportunity 
 

Preserve Historic Sleeping Bear is offer-
ing an internship position for Spring or 
Summer.  Funded by The Porter Family 
Foundation, the intern will gain experi-
ence by providing assistance with a varie-
ty of duties.  Desired skills may include 
desktop publishing, website maintenance, 
accounting, volunteer and event coordi-
nation, or construction for our projects. 
For further information email 
phsb@leelanau.com. 

Non-profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Traverse City, MI 

Permit No. 96 

In 2008: 
700 PHSB volunteer hours donated to the Park  

$12,500 worth of PHSB volunteer hours 

$49,249 PHSB cash-in-kind to the Park for 
preservation and interpretive projects  

9 PHSB preservation projects completed 

4,000 people attended the Port Oneida Fair 

42 new members  

250 people toured the Olsen house in July 
and August  

$950 in in-kind gifts were given to PHSB 

 

Other trivia…. 

Did you know that Sleeping Bear Dunes   
National Lakeshore boasts the largest agricul-
tural community in national public ownership? 

 

Fast Facts   
About  

 

PRESERVE HISTORIC  
SLEEPING BEAR 

Incentive Gift! 
Donate $75 or more to Preserve Historic 
Sleeping Bear and receive a gift of the book,    
“Look About You”, written by Erin Anderson 

and beautifully 
illustrated by 
Mary Fuscaldo.  
The book has a 
retail value of 
$29.95.  Please 
indicate on your 
check, your desire 
to receive the 
book or by send-
ing in this notice. 


